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'THE MANDATE OF MAY -

What an insplring moment colenialism to the broad
in history every May Uay open road of socilalism.
is. A day of hwepe and
premise =-- that careful ly
embraced in lthe luture 1as

a itime when Lhe monin of

Bul even under the siatus
uf nes-colonialism, io
{90, when Hitler was
flexing his muscles o

May will dawn on a world
emancl pated [rom the
reign of imperialist
exploitation and domina-
Liwh. And thet the =sweep
of Lhal emancipalion will

death in Eurepe; when one

of David Uwen's predeceSsurls
schemed at the League of
Nautions to give ltalian
fascists a free hand Lo

evenlually erase such pray Ethiopian peasanis ==
socilal dislorLions uas with polsoned gas, LOUO
racism, sexism, realdual i P -: Cubuns were jJjoining Lhe

faslsa, and the Lthreat ol lnternation Brigade in the
fight fer demucracy 1n
Spailn. and in logd, Cuban
workers Jouinéd the [irst
celebration of May bDay.No

fastcism and genoclidal wal.

Bul eyually, May ULay briogs
retrospeclivin.bor instance,
in wur gpreetings lasl year, wonder young Cubans of Loday
find 1t a nuble duly Lo
resueind 1o the call from
angle and KEthiopla Lo belp
the people £f LOose Ccouns

L4977, we staled vur {1rm

support for "the restora-
ti1on of Lhe Panana Lanal

to the Panamanlan people'.
And noew thal they have won, tries defend Lieir sovere-
their gloriecus viclory LS
certaialy our jJo¥.

rgnty and demoeratic ideals,

Fais year the whole world

in such reflection we are witl saiule the Hrillsh
sirengthened by the lnval- Latbour Movemenl when for
uabile les=-ons which Lhe the firs-1 time LL joulns
Cariblean carries te Lhe the internpational working

internalional sclidarity class movemenl o celebra-

~ tribe.Their enslaved African .
movement.For deeply carved . Ling May Day in 1ts legitim-
suCCessulrs were Lo rebel ¥ . -

in Cartblbean history is . . ek ale lorm as a public holiday.
_ : - again and agaln agalost thelr  n F Brit
Lire L{Jﬂj_j_l[ﬂ._-.T_]lBl..] that no atate of total dehwnanisslicn .‘_‘.l,'.;_[lltLLﬂt]I.l__Y, ozt O rit-
matter how difficult umne on the plantetions of Lhe ain's seml colonles and eX-
conditions ol strugegle, coloniul enciaves.and in isgs celunles in the Caribbean

the peoples of the world
can, ana will triumph over

some triumphed in Haiptl, have been woing so [or many

estublishing national ¥eEuls Now.roer hi-terical re-
every lorm ol oppression and soversignly there for all dEUNE Jamalca does so on May

exploitation. 23rd. and we coulu go on beo-

times.s5igrnificant victop-

gUu=e Lhe leszons are IFLICLH.

les, olbeilt less spectac-
i — N H § it ' L
First lberian plunder leo W0 yiap  rollowed until the
a genoclidal atl agalinst stupendous Cuban leap of But on tiis day of May we

Caribbean Ralives, notabili} 1434 from the Yanhes-

the Indians ol Lhe Arawabk guwrded gungeon i neo ClLes TU BAUs PAGE S




A WOMAN'S PLACE IS

"Women do not seek charity,
they only demand equality"
These were the words of
Jamaica's Minister eof State
for Womens Affairs in her
speech at the opening ef
tne lnternational Womens
UDay exhibition in Kingeton
in March. 'The celebrativns
an exhibition, cultural
evente, discussions and a
rTally - were atiended by
Jamgicansa from all walks

of Life, including ¥Prime
Minister Manley, represen-
tatives from the Souviet
Unien, Cuba, wuyana, the
Jamaican Women Teachers
asseciation, the Y.#.C.A.
the Jamalca Library Service
and the Jamaica Broad-
casting Corperation,
exhibition traced the
histeric role #f women
in the struggles ol the
Jamaican people and linp-
ked their zims and achie-
vemenis with these of wem-
en internationally.

The

The
the
Day
ing

breadth of suppert fer
international Wemens
events reflecte a grow-
awarerness of tne im-

IN POLITICS

poertant role women play in
Jamaican sociely and pe-
litica, and the growiong
eirength eof Wemens organ-
isations.

While visiting Jamaica in
April, the Assistani bec-
retary o! CLs, Ann Hodges,
was able Lo have discuss-
ivns with the Commitiee of
Women for Progress and
worKers at ithe Womens Hur-
Eall,

Thne Womens dureau is sei
Ui 10 the Prime Ministevrs
office. It studiea ihe
conditivns of women 1y
dJamaica putting furward
changes in the law wnich
would remove legislative
discrimination; aliLempils
to iniluence other minis-

CAUSE FOR CONCERN

As we put this issue
together the report
by the Black Peoples
Progressive Associa-
tion and the Reds
bridge CRC has just
appeared. The report
"Cause for Concera",
underlines the ways
in which children of
Caribbean origin are
handicapped in their
school achievements
by many factors which
have their roots in
racism and the his-
torvy of British colo-
nial oppression in
the Caribbean. The
poor self-image of
thea children, which
lowers their motiva-
tion, reflects the
image of themselves
which Hritish socie-
LY pre=enps. Their

tries wnd Lhe privale fec-
Lor Lu cease discriminalion
against women, for instance
by ipitroducing maleroity
leave schemes; and runs 1ia
schemes for Lustance
Bkill training courses and
courses for pregnant
schoolgirls.

Lwi

The C.W.¥P., is a well or-
ganised wand acilive comm-
ititee of women which 1&
cuncerned wilh specific
problems aflfecling women.
Tuey researc or campalgn
on lssues sSuch as mater-
nity leave and child care
fucilities. ey see wu-
mens political struggle
liberalicvn as an ilntegral
part of the palivnal meve-
ment for

fur

s0cial advance.

Their agenda includes
participation in ithe world
Youth Festival in Cuba tnis
sunmer, Ii alae includes
the building ef interna-
tional linke, and tney

have so far established
contact with the Hrixton
tlack womens Uroup and with
Cls. '

language is treated
as a debased or in--

adequate form of
Standard English, in-
stead of the full
language in its own

right which linguists
recognise it to be.

In the early '70's
there was publicity
arocund the dispropor-
tionately high nomber
of West Indian child~
ren in schools for the
"educationally sub-
normal™ and the lower
bands of "mormal"
achools. The same fac-
tor=s implicated then
atill have their grim
effectas in 1978, The
factors of poor =self-
image and of language
=to take just two ex-
amples - were pointed

But now the West In=._
dian child has less
chance of finding a
job at the end of his
/her schooling; more
chance of being pic-
ked up on sus charges.
What the report calls
“"the emotional pres-
sures of a racist =so-
cietv" remain., And no
matter how hard edu=
caticnal loEforms, try
to cowmbat these eff-
ectay there iz mo way
of wiping racism out
of ‘thes school avstem
withoot wiping it out
of the society which
supperts that system.
cout by Bermard Coard
in his pamphlet "How
The West Indian Chilsg
is made Educationally
Subnormal Within the
British School Systeni




ClLS IN ACTION CLS IN ACTION CLs IN ACTION

YOU DESERVE A deak!

You have werked for it
Ur yeur parenls or
Anyway, CLS is having a

50CIal!

Bbpm en May 19th at

138 Seuthgute Hoad,
Loendon Nl (Buses: 3¢,73,
7b, lai, 171, 277)

MUUTH-WATERING FOOL

There i ene thing Lhe
fascists and nazi
remnants hate —-
people laughing ...
having fun er

LR INES TO MaKE YOU LaUaHI!

The capitalists leve a
little fun -- a8 leng as
iLhey plan it for us,
especially if there 18 a
bit of prefit

BUL wE wlLL HAVE MUSIC
[0 Mank ol BaNCrll!l

We are particularly Keen

to have as many trade

unien members and efficials
a8 possible with us en Lhe
19th te discuss some

of the issues raised 1n
this No. ef Cutlass and
gther matters

BHING A £ A5 sUBSCHIPTION

-

We have jJusi organised &
fighting fund to which end
this soclal is partially
aimed

S0 CUME EAT, DxINK, LAUGH,
DANCE AND URGANISE wITH
CLS. _MAY 19th

LITERATURE

atrugeles of the Jamaican
People, by Trever Munroe
and ben Hebetham of the
W.L.L., was sold out en-
tirely within months of
its publication last year.
C.L.5. is reprinting

this impertant book in
solidarity with the w.L.L.
and copies will become
avalilable toward the end
of May, price L1l pip 20p.

fhe Cuban Way by nichard
Hart is an eyewitness
account ef Cuba by the
well-known Jamaican author
and historian, based on
hig visit last year. It
contains first bhand, in-
formatien and observations
un every aspect of life

in Lhe {irst socialist
couniry ©f the Caribbean,
illustrated with photo=-
gra,he. Frice 75p p&p 20p.

New arrivals: we pow have
coples of The Mourxist Left
in Jamalca, 1940 rto 195U
by Trevor Munree, presi-
dent f the w.L.L. -

price £1.23 pap 20p; Hic-
hard Hart's Black Jamai-
cane Slrugele Against Sla-

very - price rl.25 pap 20p;
A pnew publication on Puerto
Hice, teils The story that
the U.5. history books
leave out - Puerto Hice,
the Flame of mesistance,
price £1.70 incl. pap;
Puerto dice, a People
Challenging Coleonialism,
gives a detailed anug well-
gdocumented account with
many illusirativns -

price vi.70U incl. pap.

Periodicela: Etrusgle
(13p) and Secialism

{42p) from the Workers
Liberation League of
dJamaica; Mass Line from
the Youth Force fer
National Libergticom and
The Vigniter from the
Cemmunist Party ef
Jamaica (both 13p).
treedom from YULIMO in S5t.
Viocent {(Yeulon) cosis
£7p, and their Znd Annual
Cenvention reperi cuntain-

ing a detallied social and
pelitical analysis, CusLs
T2p. From Suyana, Revo-
lurion, Lhe paper of the
Working Pecple's Vanguard
Party, cests 1l7/p. All
prices ioclude pap.

: |

THANK YOU PANAMA |

auw Lbat the peeple of
bave demunsiraled
tiialk iL is pessible to
apainst the impudence
the UsA whe
Lhey have some
divine right to parts,
even all of olher peoples’
home land, international
solidarity must be step-
ped up on the side of

ithe pegple of Belive apgu-
insl Angle-imerican-Gua
temalan ploys; on the
Puerto Rican in-
dependentiaslas agalinst

Lhe cali of tank.e
for a 2klst state of
Usa 1n Lne LCeribbean

archipelagao.
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How wouia you Like an
assilgnment Lu Hermuda?

Lr Bavid Uwen can Lix it
He 1is the bLoss, becadse
Berpuda 1s =till o sritish
colony; all 21 syu.re miles
of it. odeg pordon. aub-
tract i syu. e milles,
leased by the Lnited Stoies
fTor naval and military
purposes. bVrobably anotber
hall a square mile or =o,
equally militarised by tne
Canadian government may b
cut-of-bounds.

Anyway, Lhe good Lord of
Hamps=tead 1s Lhere auw.
woll't have Lo worry about
things military. ooernuds
is su presthtakingly Ueau-
tilud that 1o sguure miles
of 11 should be yuite ample
were Wr. Pirit in guest ol
fun. Bui fhe 15 not,

e

You may recall thal last
Detémber Tne populution of
permuds erupled over Lhe

‘You think?

4

or

o told "in camera"
exclude any person from

the whole or part of the
pruceedings

¢ Enter and inspect any

premises ... and sv on

very powerful, wouldn't

Buti wail, there
Lz mere. The Commission
llas Lhe power to "Pronibitl
tive publicalion or disclo-

sure Ly wny perscon at.ending

belure the Commission of all
vt part of toe material
recesved by the Commission'

Wonder what the nouse of

Cowions and Newspaper peopleé

deaiing with the volonel b
lprotably ¢ means vermsudal )
issue think of this heavy
silee of power held by Lord
Pitl againsl the press?

hunging of Lwe Cliieens
tpurrows sod lacklyn) re-
sulting 10 the dispatch
ol a dritish péace-heep
ing cnntlngeuf Lthere.

GY course, LS protested
to the writish goverunment
for nut haviog acted
slmilurly in 1Yol when lan
smith cowmmitied a crime
akalnst the Urown on dec-
liuring his so-called Lul.

Now then. drituin has
estavlished a "woyal Cowm-
mission into Lone 1977 Lis-
Lurtances™, and Liae Brilish
Forvign and Comnmunweslih
secrelary, Ur. david Uwen
has appointed as ils chalr-
man, Lord David Pitt. and
ihe powers given tu the
Commiss=ion are, iater aiia
to:

G DUGLROD &0Y person Lo
attend to pgive evideace or
Lo produce any article or
diCument

€ immue warrants oif arrest
tu force tone atiendance of
a." person ool complying

W Ll d sSulgiis

|solidarily iIs not

(from front page )

Musl renes our mebdale,
windful that in the tainal
Ylarier ol our ceotury Lbe
ttuerpational vocatlun
Lo Le =Sedl

ol

I terms ol disjelnied acls

More appropriately, it

may be conceived as an
assurance policy dutiful-
ly subscribed Lo by the
lorces ol revolutio-
nary and Liberastl..m chan-
ge,globalily and treatern-
ally and interoccilng.
Thouse furces are Lhe worklbx
Closs wilh itls wroanised
labour movement, Lhe move-
went lor nalional-sovcial
liveralion, and living
sociaglism, beiny Liae olber
=ide of the shielo.

M LI

Toe as-~urance policy Lhey

Pruvide nevds Lo be slren-

ginened relentlessly by
Lhelr uniiy 1n order Lo

T ¥
[unuerurLLu Lpee ranbl bl o
ol any segdienl oL
worldd's explolted ang Opj-
ressed whose speciilc clr-
cumslances may «#i & glven
moment faveur resclule con-
I'runtation wilh &OY¥ wdnil-
human vondition in Lhe
course of the inevitable
struggle wilh the sovcially
gbsovlete rule of privale
capilal over human aflairs.

Liiw

I'ne comple=s contexl 1n
which svlidarity dulles

d@re discharged loday can

e demonstrated.ror insta-
itce,ls'nt lLhere a close
unity ol interesl LeLween
say, Lhe cupslslenl stance
Ul wuyang and Jamalce i
Lhe nun-aligned muvomei.
afld sume currenl problems
of Lhe working clasees altld
othier non-exploiling strots
vf weslern industriulised
Capitulist countries like
BritainY The non-aligned mo
ement is a powerlul foerce
@iuving slowly but surely

a process which objedétive=
1y lavoured cepverting Lo

of benevolence or compassion

Jub opporiunilive and oliwer
soclal purposes Lhe vasl
resvurces now locked 10 wal
almed production, including
araiE Manulaclure, CoslLlng
Lhe worid sevme SL30 billior
duliars yearly., #woal a
namle]

Ul we dare ol abtiempl
svaluastion ol e dssur-
ey premice pald in L
wel of solidurivy; lor
sulie Jl'e paying witn thelr
lives. It is from such

a life-giving stanu point
Lhal workers anid oLner
noen-exploiting sectioens
of the peoples ol the
world increasingly find
ihe need lor internalion-
al solidarity avainst the
COMDOR @nemy worila
imperialism.

we therefore wrge membei-
ship of CL3y to lorsard
tie s0lldariit)y Lasds sui-
fined 1n wur "Alms asndg
Constitutien'. Please
wrile to secretar)y, Ui,
Iy leigh Hoad, London NZ.
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