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Government to cul back its reforms; to defencelessly bow down to the
US dominated International Monetary Fund (IMF).

Jamaica®s ViL,"iLLLElL workers call for these corporations 1o be put unde:
) heavy manners, We in LS suppori this demand and a

bin

8 i .
British-bagse

in Soulh Africa,

Metal Box
therefore,

Lid.

Itz interests,

demand for change iz

They press the

I IB-based L{erurd, 1ons which exploit Jamalca under manners, We
start with Metal Box, who's head office is here in Reading, because the
jobs of 400 workers at its Spanish Town Road plant in Kingston are at
stake,

Their johs are being threatened by 2 management which was desecribed
last year by Government enquirer Prof. Hex Nettleford {after a month-
long management-provoked strike as "iniransigent”, Even a writer in the
pro-imperialist Gleaner accused them of ”hplding up a settlement"
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(Sunday Gleaper 27.6. 76), Subversion of the Jamaican econom, is nothing |
new for Metal Box; nor is their exploitation of British workers!,

CLS is already planning its campaign to assist the workers in their
fight against lav-offs and imperialist subversion, Sackings will hit
hundreds of workers at factories supplied by Metal Box, ta forget the
small farmers who grow the food which goes into the cans, ouis, citrus,
beans, carrois, etc,
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with other fraternal ranks of the labour and Trade Union movement will
respond when called lo solidarity action in support of their fellow workers
in Jamaica, For the workers struggle against the monopolies in indivigibly
multi-nztional,
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In Cutlass i + 7 we called on Guvana' Minister Forbes
Burnham to intervene 1o free PPP member Arnold Rampe rsaud who, af
that time in April, was enduring a second trial for murder, He had
already suffered 2} vears imprisonment and mal-treatment there.

| It is clear from reports of the trial that in the circumstances

. Rampersaud could not have had a fair hearing, and even so, the jury
at the second trial, as at the firgt, failed to agree, It is now ordered
that there be a third trial, '

With others, CLS ecalls for the dropping of all charges against

- Arnold Rampersaud, and his immediate release. "The Liberation

Committee for the Defence of Arnold Rampersaud" has been set up,

- hringing together with Liberation, the PPP(UK) Branch, CLS, the
Afro-Caribbean Association, the British Counecil of Churches, the
Haldane Society, the Iraqui CP and the London District of the CP,

A petition campaign has been launched and facl sheets and petition

forms are available from the above commifiee at 313 Caledonian Road N7
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Inconditional Amnesty for Puerto Rican Political Prisono

The longest held political prisoners in the western hemisphere are Puerto Rican palriots 1mprisom
and ill-treated in US jails: Oscar Collazo held for 27 vears: Lolita Lebron, Rafael Cancel, Irvin Flore
and Andres Figuerca for 23 years, They are the lasi of the Nationalists in jail as a result of the harsh
repression of the independendistas during the 1950s,

For decades the IS succeeded in isolating the mtional Hberation struggle from international opinio

In the fifties, at the hieght of the mass nationalist movement lead by the Mational Party, the US and

their colonial servants violently repressed the nationalist movement,
thousands were arrested and thousands more confined to house arrest,

They killed hundreds of people,
Al the same time, at the UN

the US foreed its position that Puerto Rico was not a colony and in the Organisation of American
States its contrary position that Puerto Rico was not tﬁ be included as an American RL}JH]!]_IC

The Puerte Ricans were desperate to hreak the L‘-: imposed isolation and make their case heard

internationally,

In 1950 Osgecar Collazo and Griselio Torresela rushed the Blair House - temporary

home of the president, Torresola was killed and Collazo wounded and captured,

In 1854, Lolita Lebron led 3 other patriots living in New York City to the visitors gallery of the US

Congress, When Congress was discussing the "problem" of immigranti lahourers,
yvelling "VIVE PUERTO RICO LIBRE! The other

Rican flag in ope hand, a gun in the other and fired,

patriots followed guit, No one was Lkilled by those shots, but Lolita received a

other nationalists 75 years each,

she bheld up the Puer

50 vear sentence and the

As a result of the pressure of public opinion in Puerto Rico, the last of the Nationalists in jails in
Puerto Rico were released by Colonial Governor Ferre in 1972, but despite many national and internati
international appeals and petitions, the 5 nationalistis in US jails are still imprisoned,

The eampaign in Puerto Rico has grown so broad as to produce resolutions for UNCONDITIONAL
AMNESTY from both houses of the Puerto Hican Congress, from the Episcopal Church of Purto Rico,
from the Puerto Rican Lawyers Bar, from the Teachers Federation of Puerto Rico and many other

organisations including the World Council of Churches,

in Latin Amerieca and, in England, from Liberation,

the Berirand Russell Tribunal on repression

Send letters demanding the UNCONDITIONAL AMNESTY of the 5 Puerto Riean Nationalist

prisopers to President Carter, The White House, Pennsylvania Avenue. ,

Washington DC, USA and

a eopy to COMITE NACIONAL PROLIBERTAD DE LOS PRESOS NACIONALISTAS, Apartado Postal

20247, Rio Piedras Station, Puertio Rico 00925,

GLS IN AGTION

Jamaican Information and Culture Minister
Arnold Bertram found time during his May 2nd
London visit to congratulate Cutlass on its political
corientation and role, 2, 000 copies of the May issue
went out,

CLS has sent £14 to the lslington 18 Defence
Committee in response to Lionel Jeffrevia eall,

London Polv students have written "o
re-affirm the Afro-Caribbean Society's support for
CLS. "

CLS is calling for a hig campaign by members
'—*nd sup;m rters arcund the Rampersaud and Coltle

petitions, 300 copies of each have gone out to
members and friends,

At our May Day meeting nearly 50 people heard

Dick Hart on the Jamaican Government's Emergency

Package.

GRANADA

It was good Lo see Jamaican Prime Minister
Manley receiving a delegation from anti-imperia
organisation - New Jewel Movement, part of the
*Peoples Alliance® which made wide spread gains
in last December's election in Grenada, The
delegation's tour of a mumber of Caribbean count
enabled them to expose Gairy for whit he is, all
of US imperialists, collaberator with the Chilea:
dictatorship, and Scouth Korea's US puppet regim
partner of US Mafia garabling interests and
appressor of Grenada's worldng people,

Good also to see Bernard Coard in New Jewe
delegation, zt the election he won the town of St,
George Constituency for the People's Alliance,
West Indian parents will remember his work as :
educationist in London and his pioneering book:
How the West Indian child i made educationally

sub-normal in the British School system, (1971)




