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SUCCESSFUL
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

ON

A nighly successful international
conference on Grenada, organised
by the HNew Jewsl Movement {UK)
was held in London at the Arch-
bisnop BDavidson Institute  in
Lambeth, March 11-13, 1988, Due
to the prevailing atmosphere of
intimidation n Grenada the con-
ference could not be held there.
It was therefore hosted by the UK
branch of the HJM.

In addition to the NJM members

and [ r2 in Britain and
srepresentatives of other NJIM oyver
‘seas  organisations and of the

fparent body 1in  Grenada, other
arganisations  and  individuals
supporiing the Grenadian peoples’
struggle  for iberation in 2

number of countries sent their
representatives and many others,
urable to attend, sent messages

of solidarity and support

This conference has proved that
the attempt to isolate the NJIM
from the mainstream of the world
wide struggle against imperialism
twhich was unfortunately assisted
by the attitude adopted by some
ne doubt well dintentioned, but
certainly misinformed friends of
the Grenada Revolution} has now
been largely overcome.

The first day's proceedings
were dewvoted to considering some
of the lessons to be learned from
the Grenada Revolution,the impli-
cations of the trial of the sur-

GRENADA

viving leaders of the Revolution
and the raole of women in the
revolutionary process. The second
day's deliberations cencentrated
agn the perspectives for progress
in the Caribbean area,Us military
ntervention in  the region and
the struggles of the trade unions
in Grenada.

Jacaqui McKenzie, General Secre-
tary of the NIM{UK}, welcomed the
assembled participants and con-
veyed to them the greetings of
former US Attorney General Ramsey
Clark  who o was cheduled to
address the conference bul was
gnable to attend because of the
emergency created on the previgus
day by the illegal action of the

15 qnwrﬂmr-** in closing down the
Hew York i f the ?ele&:'ne
Liberation Lrga.ﬂgdLiuw - wWhic

will be challenged in the courts.
speakers at the opening plenary

session  were Chris de  Riggs,
former Minister of Health, and
Hichard Hart., former Attorney
General in the Peoples® Revolu

tionary Government of Grenada.

lwe parallel workshops followed
the plenary session - one on the
lessons of the Grenada Revolutic
and the impiications of th
ada Murder Trizl., the ot
the role of women in Lhe ! ik
Farticipating in the latter
was Hazel Anne Williams, former
secretary to the Cabinet of the
PRG, who had come over  from
areece for the Conference.

Price 20 p.

New Jewel Movement (UK) hosts

ne

[ ipsing plenary session on
the first day heard inspiring
speeches from Diane Abhott,Member
of  Parliament, and Hazel Anne

i

Williams. Rapporteurs from Ehe
two workshops were Crofton 5t
Lowis, Chairman of the HNIM{UK),

and Lorna ETl4s,
Committee for
Grenada.

The opening
second day  was

fizst.Sec. of the
Human Rights 1in

plemary an the
s addressed by Or
trevor Munree, General Secretary
of the Workers' Party of Jamaica,
and Trevor Kavier, General Secre-
tary of the Bank and BSeneral
Workers' Union of Grenada. Work

shops Tollowed on the Caribbean
Revolutionary Movement and on US
militarisati

n of the region and

on  trade union  struggles in
Grenada. The rapporteurs at the
closing  plenary  were Dennis

Bartholomew and
LUK Y Committe

GLUTIONS

Peter David, MNJM

A numBer of resclutions were thes
moved  and  secondsd  and.,  after
discussion and amendment in

caszes, approved hy the Confercenc
The resoluticns inctuded:

- condemnation of the US Govi.
for

i3l armed interventions in the
internal i:‘dirg af countries of

the Caribbean area and Latin
America;

I the invasicn of Grenada in
particular, thereby frustrating



goonomic  and

(o intimidatory  military
manoeuvres  in the region  and
attempts to prevent legitimate
expressions of social unrest by
means of the so-called Special
Security Units and the Regional

Security Service under US contral

This resolution called for res-
iztance to  domination of  the
region by US imperialism,

an  expression of  alarm  and
disapproval  of  the US Govt's
actions in relation to Fanama and
a declaration that the composi-
tion of the Government of that
country and 1ts armed forces s
a matter for  the Panamantan
people.  This resciution affirmed
the right of the people of every
sovereign state to control their
T affairs without external
interference;

a declaration of solidarity
with the African “front Tline
states” now the victims of attack
and attempts at destabilisation
by the white, racist, minority
government of South Africa and a
rall for international support of
these states and condemnation of
the South African  government's
aggression  against  neighbouring
states and against the majority
of itz own citizens held in
subJjection.

a call for the elimination of
the remaining pockets of coloni-
alism and the recognition of the
right to political independence
of the peoples of Puerto Rico,
Martinique, Guadeloupe, Guyane
and other Caribbean peocples and
people  in other parts of  the
world who are sti11 demied poli
tical independence;

& demand for the release of
fuerto Hicans and citizens of the
French colonies  imprisoned  for
nalionalist activities:

- a demand for an end to the

launching of  weapons testing
rockets from Guvane by the French
quyernment ;

a call nn the government of St
Vincent and  the Grenadines  to
withdraw its Bill to introduce
public flogging:

Resalution on the Murder Jriatl

This Conference recognises thal
the execution of Maurice Bishop,
Jacgueline Creft, Unison Whiteman
and other Grenadians was a crime
whosg perpetrators ocught to be
brought to account in a free and
fair trial.

This Confergnce affirms  that
the precess which resulted in the

conviction of 16 men and 1 woman
in December 1986 cannot be regar-
ded as a free and fair trial,
neither can the present Appeal
process begun on March 7th 1588
in Grenada, particularly because:
- it was held in an unconstitu-
tional court
- its Jury was improperiy
selected
- it relied on confessions
extracted through torture

This Conference considers that
the case brought against  the
members of the Central Committes
of  the MNew Jewel Movement wWas
weak, resting mainly on the evi-
dence of one witness who (had
close [inks with the US invaders.
This Coenference declares that
the interests of the present
Grenada administration and Jits
backers Tie rather in physically
exterminating the former Peoples
Revolutionary Government leader-
ship than in seeing the truth
emerge about the tragedy of 1%th
Ortober 1983,

Thiz Conference calls therefore
upon  progressive  peaple  and
arganisations to demand from the
Grenadian authorities:

11} that there should be no exec-
utions of the pending death sent-
ences of the 14 defendants

{ii} that the charges against the
defendants showld be judged in a
free and fair trial in a consti-
tetional court, and

{i1i) calls om all fair minded
individuals and organisations to
help secure a fair trial by cont-
ributing to the Jlegal defence
fund.

- Resalution on Women

his Conference:
(i) recognises the tremendous
progress made by women during the
period of the Grenada Revolution:
(i) pays special  tribute to
sister Phyllis Coard who as Pres-
ident of the N.W.0. worked tire-
lessly for the progress of all
Grenadian women s
(1ii} strongly condemns the US
invasion of Grenada and the sub-
sequent destruction of the gains
made for and by women during the
period of the Eevolubtion.
{iv] condemns the particufarly
harsh  conditions  under  which
Phyllis Coard is presently imprd
soned and the denial of her most
basic human rights

mis Conference urges all pro-
gressive individuals and organis-
att1ons Lo
(1] join the fight for a free and
fair trial for Phyllis Copard and
the other prisoners.
L2 hightight the particutarly
harsh and inhumane conditions
Phyllis is subjected to.

General Secretery of the Workers Party
Or, Trevor Munroe

{3) help rédise the funds needed
urgently to fight their case in
court.

REPRESENTATIVES OF OVERSEAS
ORGANISATIONS

The Conference was
representatives. of a number of
aversgas fraternal parties and
organisations and received mess-
ages of support from many others

attended by

unable to send representatives.
Overzeas parties and organisa-
tions offictally represented

incTuded:
Austria - Communist Party
darbados - Workers' Party
Canadz - Montreal Committee for
Solidarity with Grenada
Cyprus — Progressive Party of
the Working Pecple [AKEL)
Greece - Communist Party

Grernada - New Jewel Movement

Guyana Peoples Progressive
Party

damaica - Workers Party

Mauritius - Mauritius Militant

Movement
Sweden - Committee for Human
Rights in Grenada
UsA - New York Committes for
Human Rights ir 3
USSE - Collective of Grenadian
Students

Messages of support and express-
tons of regret for their inabili
ty to send representatives (some
of which were read out! were
received from the Communist
Parties of Venezuela, India,
Sweden and Syria, Labour Party of
St Lucia, United Pegples Movement
of 5t VYincent & the Grepadines
and the AKFM of Madagascar.



UK BASED ORGANISATIONS
AND INDIVIDUALS

0fficial representation included:

African Liberation Committee |
Afro-Caribbean Peoples |
Organisation |
Black Unity & Freedom Party '
Black Liberation Front

lack Scciatist Workers Movement
Caribbean Labour Solidarity
Committee Tor Human Rights in
Grenada (CHREG)
Ouford CHREG
Sheffield CHRG
Communist Campaign Group
Grenada Information Office
Grenada Youth & 5tudents
Interpational Leninist Workers
Farty
camaica Workers Support Group
hew Jewel Movement [UK)
Peoples Progressive Party (UK}
Working Peoples Alliance(Guyana)
Suppart Group

In addition to representatives of
organisations,members of a number
of organisations including Brit-
ish trade unions,the Labour Party
the Communist Party, the Peoples
National Party and others parti-
cipated in  their  individual
capacities.
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CLOSING RALLY

The <conference closed on  the
third day with a public rally,
chaired by Jacqui McKenzie, at
which the principal speakers were
Chris De Riggs, Trevor Munroe,
Richard Mart, Ricky Parris,Chair-
man of the Barbados Workers Party,
Gegrge Christophencus of AKEL
Cyprus, Brother Tavios of Greece,
Alfie Roberts of Canada, Hazel
Aring Williams, Trevor Xavier and
Dorothy Kitson from the USA.

Collections made on the floor
of the conference towards
expenses  totalled EB75. In
addition an auction of long play-
ing records denated by well known
Grenadian composer and  singer
Spartacus of some of his  own
compositions raised E76.

The conference ended with the
lusty singing of the NJIM's party
anthem "Forward March Against
Imperialism.”

A4 special tribute was paid by
the NJM (UK} to Richard Hart for
nis outstanding contribution to
human rights in Grenada following
the United States invasion.

IMPERIALIST CONTROL
OF THE
CARIBEEAN AREA

The transition from
European to
U.S. domination.

by Riviravd Hav
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. What shout work rights?

‘It's amazing to see how
the ethnic groups on the ooy oo b et o

can’t find another ome and so you end up

East C O ast Of N ica rag u a doing something you're not interested in.

The right is that 2 person should be able o

are S hari ng i n power- ! wuork at what they really want to

We have labor unions in
Bluefields. Labor unions are so sirong
that most of them form cooperatives.
Instead of working for a private company

R H d and forming a union for defense, they
ay 0 g S O n have been borrowing money [rom banks
and forming their own companies. 5o the
mayor very people who work and belong to the
P union are the people that own the

Bluefields, Nicaragua company. That's a very unique situation.

interviewed for  People’s Daily World . There s a new port that i< heing built
. in Bluefields which will be the largest
How far is Bluefields from the port in Central America when it's
finished. An air strip is being built and we
Before the revolution, war zone? are constructing betler roads. We have
nobody bothered with the people on the In Nic: _ invested a ot of money in a project 1o
Eust Coast — the ethnic minorities were real war zone. Th SneArgua there Jh‘m} make Nicaragua a self-sulficient country.
justignored. They would say the East , hll ) A eone, The contras have not been All this is going on in spite of the war.
Coast is swamps and jungle, having no J € to maintain a war. "r’»ﬁ:it we face 1s = .
vatue us fartn land. sabotage. They use guerrifla tactics, Under 50 years of the Somoza regime

whure they come in, attack and run. The  we never saw anvthing as big. The city of

S0 most of the country considered it cantrits have no major stronghold in Bluefields has grown from 19,000 people
as Hv'"E’tI‘lJJHI'IEd‘ with a few ind]un.s or Nilfill'éinga. -I'hl.‘_}' have not been able to to 45 (0K pcupl.u_' i JUSt seven years, This
Blacks running around not knowing what  hold one post more than 24 hours. They  has happened because there is a boom in
they were doing. This is the image that live in Honduras or in Cosira Rica, It's ork and jobs in Bluefields
we, as East Coast people, hadto study im - just small incursions that they make into WOTK ANG JODS 10 BLDCHC.
school. the country, .

i . ) What rights do people have?

Meanwhile, big businesses were We are affected because
shipping rice and beans to the rest of it oy food comes from Managoa. We believe that people have the right
Central America from those same areas  The codiinis are always attacking the boats  to & home, That's the basic right of
they said were good for nothing . that bring the food in on the river. They sociely. People have the right to

Canadian companies were exporting gold. ajso attack the people that travel back and  education. You should have the right to
uranium and copper from the East Coast forth to Managua, We are sometimes cut hecalth care. Those are rights that we talk
of Nicaragua. The U.S. fruit companics  off {rom the rest of the country because of  about. The government is obligated to

were exporting bananas. All these things  these attacks on the river and on the give the people health care. It's obligated

were going on when our school books highway. s give them homes. 105 obligated to give

were teaching us it was just swampland. thenvan edocation, These are rights that 4
It's amazing to sce how the ethnic Now we have shortages of food we claim.

groups on the East Coast of Nicaragua are  because of the war. Most people complain The youth are the

sharing in power. Among the Black about the shortages, but that’s the only strength of the revolution, The average

population, which is fess than four complaint we have. We know the age of people in government is 35, That

percent nationally, we have five Black shortages arc duc to the war. 1T we could

means the youth are in power. 1 don’t
think there is another country on earth
where there are so many young people in

ambassadors. The president of external stop the war there wouild virtually be ao
relations for the Nicaraguan Congressis  complaints from the people because we
Black, We have commandantes that arc have seen a growth in education and in ' _
Black. We have Black women in health care. We have a brand new power. The president of the country,

Congress, Soil's amazing. hospital, one of the best in Nicaragua. It Daniel Ortega, is barely 40, He was in his

: The autonomy is a very well equipped . modern hospital, thirties when he became president. The
laws give the people of the Atlantic Coast We have seen cconomic growih, even main power is in the hands of the youth.

the right to self-determination, Before the though it is @ war cconomy,
passage of these laws we had no say. Now

. - . tducation has been preatly improved
we have a share in the decision making Education ha £ : p

Ray Hodpson was born in 1947 and with the

ahOUL O PEIOT . WE dises Tian e ripht for the rest of the nunaritics. Fhe Suh_u' exception ol a few years spent studying in the
to educate our people in our own for example, have very few people with LL5., has been a resident of Nicaragoa his
WEaEss eTat = Blmialls s English the capacity. o nule. As for the Ramas, entire life. He was appointed mayor jn 1985

§ wa, S £ e ip 120 and will stand for election in 1988, when
N agEad s gew autopomy laws go fmlo



RODNEY INQUEST

COVER-UP!

In January the Guyana government
suddenly announced its plans for
the holding, at short notice, of
a coroners inguest into the death
in 1980 of DOr Walter Rodney. The
exercise was a sham, a cover-up!
Mo attempt was made to secure Lhe
attendance of the two most impor-
tant witnesses - ex army Sergeant
Gregory Smith,alias Cyril Jdohnson
who made the bomb disguised as a
‘walkie-talkie'radio which caused
Walter Hodney's death and Walter
Rodney's brother, Donald, who was
beside him in the car at the time
of the explosion and miraculously
gscaped death.

Gregory Smith, who was spirited
cut of the country immediately
after the dncident, surfaced in
1987 when he applied for renews]
of his passport at the Guyanese

Embassy in Suriname. Interviewed
on the telephone by tarbruch
News' 1t was learned that he had

been living in Cayenne in neigh-
bouring Guyane (French Guiana)
under an assumed name. Though he
alleged in his interview that the
explosion was an accident and en-
deavoured to give the impression
that he and Waiter had been enga-
ged in some kKind of conspiracy,
1t was imporiant in the interests
of justice that his story should

be tested in court under cross-
examination. Obviously the gov-
groment w2s afraid of what the

result might have been because
they made no attempt to get him
to return To give evidence.
Donald FHedney, to whom Smith
had delivered the disguised Domb
for delivery to Walter, was
charged with being in possession
%, but despite this
he was aliowed to

Teave the
country while on bail and no
attempt has =ver been made to

secure his return to stand teial,
Obvicusly the government realised
that the charge was unbelievable
and that & trial would have been
mare embarrassing to the prosecu-
tipon than to the defence. They
ware therefore very glad to see

him go. Mor did the police make
any arrangements to get him as a
witness Tor the inguest. But,
worse than that, the family had

made arrangements Tor Donald to
return  without expense to the
Crown but although the Coroner
was 50 informed, he ruled that
Donald's evidence was unnecessary!
At the hearing in February, Rex
McKay, counsel representing the
Guyana Defence Force, objected to
certain guestions that one of the
counsel  representing the Rodney
family was putting to a witness
which he claimed were irrelevant.
Answering the objections Doonanth
Singh 5C replied:"We are reguired
under Zection 25 of the Coroners
Act to enguire when where and how
.. the deceased came by his
death and also whether any person
was criminally concerned...We are
attempting to show the plot
which resulted in the death...we
are attempting to show that Dr
Rodney met his death because he
sought to overthrow the regime.
Rodney had been a thorn in the
side of the political structure
of the State and the State assa-
ssinated him...There was a cons-
piracy to liquidate him, a cons-
piracy headed by the political
powers with the involvement of
the Guyana Defence Force...motive
iz dimportant. We are using the
cpportunity of the witness to
seek to establish our case and to
establish the identity.the extent
of political involvement of thase
who said he must be exterminated.
Is that irrelevant?®”
The Coroner's TESpONSE wWas

swift. am saying you can't
Tead evidence. inis is not a
trial."”

There were several other curious
features of this Coroners [nguest
to which attention could be drawn.
Though the Guyana Defence Force
nad denied the existence of a
member of the Force named Gregory
Smith, they were represented Dy
Senior Ceounsel who playsd an
active part in the proceedings.
He cross-examined Walter's bro-
ther Edward at  some  Tength,
endeavouring, without success, to
get him to say that it was the
objective of the Working Peoples
&17iance (of which the deceased
had been 2 leading member] to
overthrow the PNC regime by force

WALTER RODNEY

1942-1980

The latitude which the Coroner
allowed Mr McKay was in marked
contrast to the manner in which
he restricted the corss-examina-
tion of witnesses by counsel
representing the Rodney family.

Another noteworthy ommission
was the coroner's failure to sub-
poena Pameia Beharry as a witness
Surely. in view of her published
statement: “There 15 a Gregory
smith. [ know him and Tived with
his wife He was a member of the
army”. her evidence would have
been relevant.

In the absence of Donald Rodnex.
the coroner refused to admit in
evidence a statement written by
Rim, but allowed words allegedly
spoken by him immediately after
the explosion to be given by one
of the witnesses. Twa British
forensic experts who had examined
Walter's mangled body and taken
certain specimens at the place
where the explosien occurred were
not called as witnesses. HNor was
former Guyana Police bomb expert

Eustace Kendall who also made
investigations.
Dismissing "The absurd conclu-

sion {of the Coroners Court) that
Walter Rodney killed himself,
albeit accidentally”, the Mirror
newspaper described the inguest
as & "miscarriage of Justice,”
when the impropriety of the
jury's finding of "death by mis-
adventure” was referred to in the
fegisTature by PFP  leader Dr
Cheddi Jagan, the PNC Speaker of

the House refused to allow a
discussion.
Mrkay, & Guyanese attorney, is

one of the Judges of the Grenada
Court of Appeal!



GRENADA

Defence Counsel's immunity
from arrest still not assured

With the appeal of the 17 persons
convicted in the notorious Grena-
da murder trial under way since
March 8, the immunity from arrest
during the hearing of the appeal
of leading defence attorney lam
Ramsay had still not been guaran-
ted at the end of the month. In
a letter to his Bar Association
in Jamaica, Ramsay disclosed that
although a stay of execution in
respect of the warrant for his

trar to recall the warrant. “Had
I gone over on March & ..", said
the Jamaican attorney, "] would

undoubtedly have been arrested.."
i On March 8§ the President of the
Lcourt of Appeal announced that he
row had the warrant in his poss-
gssion. But he gave no assurance
that he would not part with it
unti]l Mr Ramsay was safely out of
the country. The existence of
the warrart (which should clearly

-

prord sympathetically to  the
protests of other defence counsel.
He accused them of 'playing games’
but if that accusation is to be
Tevelled at’ anyone it shouuld be
at the judges of the Grenada High
Court. First there was the
guestionabie conduct of Mr Just-
ice Byron, who refused a stay of
the trial proceedings until the
motions questioning the jurisdic-
tion of his court had been dispo-

sed of; then the refusal of the
puisne judge Mr Justice Patterson
to hear arguments on the consti-

arrest had been granted by the
fppeal Court in September 1387,
it had been discovered that on

have been cancelled) in the hands
of a Judge before whom the person
whose  arrest it authorises s

March 5, the day he had beenm  appearing as an advocate, would  tutional motion: and Finally,
scheduled to arrive in Grenada, be a veritable 'sword of Damocles'  Lhere was the attempt by judge Mr
the warrant was in the hands of  oOver that advocate's head - an  -¥1® 5t Louis te intimidate and
the Immigration Authorities. Mot intolerable situation for any  015qualify leading defence counsel
until March 7 4id other defence  advocate fo find himself in. by sentencing him to prison for
counsel, who had gone ahead, Surprisingly, the President of allegedly describing what had
succeed in persuading the Regis- the Court of Appeal did not res- taken place as 2 “kangeroo trial”

and & "fo-callad" trial.

U.S.WAR

ON ONE WOMAN

Phyllis Coard

1945, Phyllis Cosurd

b

Baorn in Famaica on Zod Movermbhey
graduated from 51 Andrew BHlgh Scheol, Kingston,
before pursuing advaneed studics ot Reading Univer-
sitv, the London School of Economics and the Univer-
2ity of the West Indies.

In 1987 she was empioved by the London Barough of
Widtham Forest, as o psyehintrie speial worker, In Lan-
o, both Phyllis and her hushand, Bornard were active
in the stroggie agninst racism and movement for seif
reliance in the Black community,

The Coard family veturnid o the Carifsbedn in 1971
where they became involved in the Buliding of the New
Jewel Movement in Grenada. Phydiis was » founder-
member of the National Women's Organisation in 1977
and later beoame Secretary for Women's Affairs in the
People's Revolutionary Laovernment.

ROVTLOM  HAC NOCHYM ST

Phyllis Coard, campaigner for Women's rights in
Grenada and for peace and independence throughout
the Cgribbesn region, has been o prisener in Grenada
sinee her capture by VLS. military forees during the
invasion and occupation of the island in October,
1983,

following n “trial’ notorices for ils ircegularities, she
and 13 other leaders of the Grenada Revolution wore
sentenced to death in December 1BEE.

in her digry she details the brutality of her captors

and gives evidence of continued foreign domination. A5
the only woman on trisd her detention has mennt @ spe-
cial kind of treatment, She records the forced separa-
tion from her children, her hushand {ulsa in prison),
eomrades and Friends,

My Conditions of Imprisonment

{4 95
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NEWS FROM

THE CARIBBEAN REGION
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KINGSTOWN,
ST VINCENT

Following a conference held here
In August 1987 of representatives

T the dndigenous people of the
Commonwealth  Caribbean area &
Steering Committes was elected.
T first meeting of this Steer-
Committes was held at Chat-
oyer's Hide-fway, Edinburgh, 5t
¥incent at the end of January
Chatoyer was the Carib chief who
led the resistance of his people
to the Europeans). Amerindian
communities in Belize, Dominica,
Guyana and 5t Vincent were repre-
sented. On the agenda were items
dealing with education, culture,
religion, economic development
and  media and arganisational
structures. The cost of the
meeting  was  financed by the
Canadian Unit for Service
Uverseas (cysql.
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¥
in 1984, introduced into Grenada
imperialism's trade union agency
the American Institute of Free

Labour Development [AIFLD).
Funded partly by +the AFL-CI0
angd partly by the Central Intell-
igence Agency (CIA). the AIFLD
established the headquarters of
L5 eastern Caribbean representa-
Eive in 5t Georges. who immedia-
tely set about trying to win the
allegiance of Gremada's seven

trade wunions with scholarships
and funds. Only two unions succe

umbed to the pressures and the
RIFLD man then sponsored a rival
agricultural workers union. How-
ever, very few plantation workers
responded to his overtures. Now,
after three years of so far rela-
tively unsuccessful efforts, the
RIFLD representative has trans-
ferred his headquarters to
Barbados.
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Hot on the heels of the fnvading
troops, the US goveérnment, early BRIDGETDWN,
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A conference here in February of
organisations describing them-
seives 2s "non government organi-
sations” denounced the Haitian
electoral farce of January 17 as
undemocratic  and  unacceptable,
thereby repudiating the argument
of the Seagaz government in Jamai-
ca that "bad elections are better
than no elections at all". The
NGOs  represented included the
Laribbean Council of Churches and
nine  others, including  human
rights bodies, distanced them-
selves from those Caribbean gov-
ernments which, foliowing Wash-
ington's  lead, have cynically
eledged support for the Manigat
regime whilst admitting that the
Haitian election was “"sericusly
flawed".



NASSAU,
BAHAMAS

During the course of a
drug trial in the
Harney, a witness,
Minister Lyndon
having received
menth from the defendant Carigs
Lehder Rivas to protect a drug
smuggling operation based on the
Bahamian island known as Norman's
Cay. In 1385 Pindling appointed
g commission to investigate drug
corruption charges against mem-
bers of his government and was
personally cleared of any wrong
deing,  The evidence given in the
US courtroom at the beginning of
February would appear to have re-
opened the matter,

HAVANA,

CUBA

In a move designed to financially
discredit  the US  government's
charge before the United Nations
of alleged human rights viola-
tigns in Cuba, & charge the UN
General Assembly resolved was not

recent
UsA  Thomas
named Prime
Pindling  as
US%BE,000 per

worth investigating, the Cuban
government has invited the UN
Human HRights Cemmission to in-

spect the island's prisons.  The
five man team will be headed by
the Commission's chairman.

175 patients from 40 countries
travelled to Cuba Tast year to
receive  free medical treatment.
Treatment  for  another 141 has
been approved.  The patients are
mainly from Africa and Latin
America,

CARICOM

STATES'
GROSS
NATIONAL
PRODUCTS

The recently published World Bank
Report  for 1987 contains  the
following schedule showing the
Gross National Product per head
in U5 dollars of the principal
CARICOM states excluding Trinidad
and Tobago:

Bahamas $7.070:
Belize $1.190;
Grenada 5970
Guyana $500.

af the
Latin America
area listed,
annual GNP of
Fuyana

Barbados 34,830
Dominica $1,150;
Jamaica §940;

other 23 countries in

and the Caribbean
only Haiti with an
$310 s below

give further
Appeal Court.
poenagd were
court

report,
fied them as Cletus S5t Paul. the
chief
the accused have described as a
CIA agent, and Fabian Gabriel, a
soldier
been charged but who was pardoned
an  condition
dence against the other accused.

SANTO DOMINGO,

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC

More than two hundred agricultural
workers employed
ment of Clearing Cocoa and Cocoa
trees in MNagua, who had not been
paid for more than three months,
oecupied the offices of the sub-
Region
filling up
support of their claim and being
kept waiting by the authorities,
they decided to lay seige to the
offices of the Secretary of Agri-
culture in  the

the
agricultural
called upon the workers to remain
united and stand firm.

SANTO DOMINGO,

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC

Tobacco growers of Villa Gonzalez
have reaped 8% thousand packages
of tTobacce in the past year and
they have been told that there is
no market for it as the Tobacco
Institute already has on hand 10
thousand packages for which no
market has been found. This has
been the fate of just one of the
country’s tobacco growing areas,
Representations have been made
to the President of the Republic
concerning  the problem, as a
result of which & commission has

been established consisting of
representatives of  buyers and
other interested parties inclu-
ding the co-operatives.

ST GEORGES,

According to a Caribbean News

Agency (CANA) report dated March
[4, the Grenada Court of Appeal
has subpoenaed two persons who
gave evidence in the trial of 17
persons convicted of the murder
of Maurice Bishop and others, to
evidence before the

The persons sub-
not named 1in open
but, according te the

"Tegal sources" identi-
prosecution

witness whom

who  had

formerly also

that he gave evi-

in the Depart-

After
forms in

of Agriculture.
numerous

said grovince.
The Communist Farty has condemned
indifference of the HNagua
authorities and

KINGSTON,
JAMAICA

Following in the footsteps of
Britain’'s Conservative government.
the Seaga JLP government has been
vigourously pursuing a policy of
privatisation of publicly owned
assets during its 7% years in
office. Although the leasing of
Jamaica's government owned tourist
hotels can be justified, as these
were acquired by the previous PNP
government merely as a means of
ensuring that they would not be
closed down during the US govern-
ment's economic sgqueeze, the
divestment of government owned
property has gone way beyend that.
Two commercial enterprises have
been sold and 14 others have been
ciosed down, 4 sugar factories
have been closed, the country's
biggest bank has been disposed of,
the telephone company, the cement
factory and the Daily News news-
paper have been sold off.  The
government now owns only two ho-
tels and these are Tikely to go
too if buyers can he found. Even
the Rio Grande rafting operation
has gone. Local avthorities have
been required te relinguish their

sireet  cleaning operations o
private contractors. However,
faced with the prospect of

sghstantial loss of revenues 17
it zpplied the same policy in the
field of bauxite-alumina produc-
tien, the government has not
dispensed with the bauxite levy
imposed by the PNP government and
has actually increased the share
of 1ts ownership in that industry

BELIZE CITY,
BELIZE

This country has in recent months

been the target of an organisa-
tign calling itself the "Anti-
Communist Christian  Crusade”

originating, neediess fo say., in
the homeland of corruption, gang-
sterism, drug abuse, sex scandals
and racism - the USA. Twe North
fmerican  "reyverends" have been
touring the country with Louis
Sylvestre, a ‘local right wing
politician who started his career
as a Minister in the Peoples
United Party, resigned in the
face of charges of corruption .and
incompetence to form his  own
short-lived party and has now
found himself in the company of
officials of the ruling United
Democratic Party. Local cbservers
have rated as unlikely Sylves-
tre's prospects of a comeback,
even with the aid of this latest
politico-religious gimnmick.



