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CONSTITUTION AND STANDING ORDERS OF THE

UNITED KINGDOM SOCIETY FOR CARIBBEAN STUDIES

Modified from the original Constitution and Standing Orders of the UK Society for Caribbean Studies and adopted on the Friday 30th of June 2011
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CONSTITUTION
The UK Society for Caribbean Studies and its property will be managed in accordance with the provisions in this constitution.
Chapter  I

Name of the Society

Section  I
The name of the charity formed by this constitution shall be the

United Kingdom Society for Caribbean Studies, hereinafter referred to as the Society.

Chapter  II

Objects of the Society

Section  I
The objects of the Society shall be:

(a) To advance public education, within the United Kingdom, about the Caribbean as a whole and all its constituent parts; 
(b) To encourage and disseminate research about the Caribbean region and studies concerning Caribbean peoples residing within and outside the Caribbean area.

The Society shall seek to achieve its objects by:

(a) Sponsoring an annual conference within the United Kingdom.

(b) Sponsoring or co-sponsoring such other conference or meetings as the Society shall from time to time deem appropriate.

(c) Publishing a periodical Newsletter and such other publications as the Society shall from time to time deem appropriate.

(d) Co-operating with public, academic and institutional bodies which have similar interests or objectives.

(e) Undertaking such other charitable activities as the Society shall from time to time deem appropriate.
(f) Advancing awareness and understanding of issues and events pertaining to the Caribbean region and people of Caribbean background.

Chapter  III

Government of the Society

Section  I
The whole body of the members meeting together in conformity with the rules of the Society shall constitute the governing body of the Society.

Section  2
The members shall elect a Committee and Officers of the Society as hereinafter provided, to conduct the business of the Society.

Chapter  IV

Membership of the Society

Section  I
Membership of the Society shall be open to any person professing an interest in the Caribbean and its study.

Section  2
There shall be the following classes of Membership, viz,

(a) Honorary Membership may be extended as a privilege to such persons of merit as the Committee shall from time to time determine.

(b) Ordinary Membership shall be extended to such persons as the

Committee shall approve and on whom a subscription shall be levied.

Section  3
Members shall have the right to attend and vote at the meetings of the Society, to stand for election to the offices and committees of the

Society, to receive the Society’s publications and to enjoy such other privileges as the Society shall from time to time extend.

Section  4
Membership shall lapse where,

(a) A member’s subscription shall have fallen more than six months in arrears.

(b) A member shall have made a personal profit arising from the transactions of the Society.

Chapter  V

Officers of the Society

Section  I
The Officers of the Society shall be the Chair, the Vice-Chair, the Secretary, the Treasurer, and the Conference Coordinator.
Section 2
No one person may hold more than one of these posts at any given time.

Section 3
The Officers shall be the Trustees of the society and shall manage and administer the assets and property of the Society.

Section  4
The Officers shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting of the

Society and shall hold office for two years except where they shall have resigned or been dismissed.

Section  5
The duties of the Chair shall be:-

(a) to chair the meetings of the Society and its Committee.

(b) to oversee and co-ordinate the efficient functioning of the Society.

(c) to represent the Society to other bodies and institutions.

Section  6
The Vice-Chair may deputise for the Chair and in her or his absence by her or his direction shall carry out such duties as pertain to the Chair.

Section  7
The Secretary shall:-

(a) keep the archives and carry on such correspondence of the Society as the Chair shall from time to time require.

(b) serve notice of such meetings as the Constitution, the Committee or the members shall from time to time require.

(c) keep the minutes of the meetings of the Society and its Committee.

(d) carry out such other duties as the Society shall from time to time deem appropriate.

Section  8
The Treasurer shall:

(a) manage such financial assets as the Society possesses.

(b) operate such bank accounts as the Society shall from time to time set up, on her or his own signature and that of the Chair or Vice-Chair.

(c) keep the books of the Society which he or she shall have audited annually for presentation to the Annual General Meeting.

(d) present such other accounts as the Committee shall from time to time require.

(e) collect applications for membership.

(f) collect the subscriptions, renewals and arrears of members.

(g) have the power to issue receipts.

(h) maintain a current list of members.

(i) carry out such other duties as shall pertain to the administration of membership.
Section 9
The Conference Coordinator shall:
(a) Make arrangements for the publicity of the annual conference, including such tasks as the production of a conference poster and disseminating information online.

(b) Oversee the coordination of bookstalls and the distribution of publicity by other organisations, such as publishers, at the annual conference.

(c) Oversee the compilation of delegate packs, containing information such as the conference programme and book of abstracts, and of name badges for members attending the annual conference.

(d) Make arrangements for the staffing of the registration desk at the conference.

(e) Make arrangements for elections to the committee of the Charity at the AGM.
Chapter  VI

The Committee

Section  I
The Committee shall be the executive body of the Society and shall carry on its business directly or by delegation to such sub-committees as it may appoint.

Section  2
The General Committee shall consist of:-

(a) the Officers of the Society for the time being.

(b) seven ordinary members who shall be elected by the Annual General Meeting of the Society.

(c) not more than two co-opted members: co-opted members will be appointed by the Committee, and will serve until the next Annual General Meeting of the Society.

Section  3
The Committee shall meet not less than twice in each year, and The

Quorum shall be more than half the Committee.  The Chair shall not have a casting vote.

Chapter  VII

Meetings of the Society

Section  I
The Society shall hold an Annual General Meeting of its members once in each year.

Section  2
The Chair may, or at the request of not fewer than ten Members of the Society must, convene an Extraordinary General Meeting to discuss any matter, notice and details of which shall have been circulated no less than twenty-one days’ previously.

Section  3
The Society shall meet at such other times as the Committee may determine.  At such meetings business other than that for which the meeting has been called shall not be introduced.

Section  4
The business of the Annual General Meeting shall be:-

(a) approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the previous Annual

General Meeting.

(b) the approval of the audited accounts of the Society for the preceding Calendar Year.

(c) the appointment of Auditors.

(d) the election of officers of the Society.

(e) the election of ordinary members to the Committee.

(f) the determination of the rate at which the various classes of membership subscription shall be levied in the succeeding year.

(g) such other business as the Society shall from time to time deem appropriate.

Section  5
Members who have paid their subscription fees and honorary members of the Society shall have the right to attend and initiate business, vote, and stand for election in accordance with the Standing Orders of the Society.

Section  6
A meeting shall be constituted when there are present:

(a) the Chair or her or his deputy.

(b) one other of the officers of the Society.

(c) a quorum of 
· Twenty paid-up members of the society
· One-tenth of the total membership at that time

whichever is the greater.

Section  7
The meeting shall be conducted in conformity with the Standing Orders of the Society.

Chapter  VIII

Amendments to the Constitution

Section  I
This constitution may be amended by the members provided that:-

(a) the procedures followed shall be in conformity with the Standing Orders
(b) any resolution to amend the constitution is passed by not less than 2/3 (two-thirds) of the members present and voting at a General Meeting
(c) no alterations shall be made to the Constitution which would cause the Society to cease to be a charity at law
(d) no amendment may be made to alter the Objects if the change would not be within the reasonable contemplation of the members of or donors to the Society

(e) no amendment may be made to Chapters II or IX without the prior written consent of the Commission
Section  2
Where amendments shall have been made by the terms of the previous section they shall not come into force if ten members shall within twenty-one days demand in writing a General Ballot, in which case no change shall be valid until ratified by a simple majority of the membership of the Society in a postal ballot.
Section 3
A copy of any resolution amending this constitution must be sent to the Commission within twenty days of it being passed.
Chapter  IX

Property of the Society

Section  I
The funds and properties of the Society shall be held jointly by members, shall be applied solely for the promotion of the objects of the Society and shall be managed on behalf of the members as provided in the following sections.

Section  2
The financial and accounting year of the Society shall run from 1 January until 31 December each year.

Section  3
The cash funds of the Society shall be managed by the Treasurer as Provided for in Chapter V, Section 8 above.

Section  4
In the event of the winding up or dissolution of the Society, any 


remaining assets, after all liabilities have been discharged, shall not be paid or transferred to any member or members of the Society but shall be transferred to a charitable organization whose objects are similar to those of the Society and whose rules preclude the distribution of income and assets among its members.
Chapter X

Dissolution

Section 1
If the members resolve to dissolve the Society the Trustees will remain in office as charity trustees and be responsible for winding up the affairs of the Society in accordance with this clause.

Section 2 
The Trustees must collect in all the assets of the charity and must pay or make provision for all the liabilities of the charity.

Section 3
The Trustees must apply any remaining property or money:

(f) directly for the Objects

(g) by transfer to any charity or charities for purposes the same or similar to the Society

(h) in such other manner as the Charity Commissioners for England and Wales (‘the Commission’) may approve in writing in advance

Section 4
The members may pass a resolution before or at the same time as the resolution to dissolve the Society specifying the manner in which the Trustees are to apply the remaining property or assets of the Society and the Trustees must comply with the resolution if it is consistent with paragraphs (a) to (c) inclusive in Chapter X, Section 3 above.

Section 5
In no circumstances shall the net assets of the Society be paid to or distributed among the members of the Society (except to a member that is itself a charity).

Section 6
The Trustees must notify the Commission promptly that the Society has been dissolved. If the Trustees are obliged to send the charity’s accounts to the Commission for the accounting period which ended before its dissolution, they must send to the Commission the Society’s final accounts.
STANDING  ORDERS

ARTICLE I   ELECTION OF MEMBERS

Section  I
Persons wishing to join the Society shall be required to supply to the Treasurer:-

(a) a letter of application

(b) such membership subscriptions as shall be determined by the Society at its Annual General Meeting (AGM).

Section  2
Members will be deemed to have resigned if:-

(a) they shall have signified the same to the Treasurer.

(b) they shall have failed to maintain their subscription for six months from date of expiry.

ARTICLE II  ELECTIONS

Section  I
Not less than 28 days prior to the AGM the Secretary shall circulate the membership with a notice informing them of what vacancies will occur on the Committee, and calling for nominations.

Section  2
Election of Officers and Committee Members can only take place at a duly constituted AGM, except that where a casual vacancy occurs during the year the Committee shall appoint or co-opt a member or members to serve until the next AGM.
ARTICLE III   ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS

Section  I
The Nomination:  In order for a nomination for the post of Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, or Conference Coordinator to be valid:-

(a) a proposer and a seconder shall have submitted the name of the nominee in writing to the Secretary.
(b) the nominee shall have signified her or his willingness to stand.
(c) the nominee, the proposer and the seconder shall be fully paid-up members of the Society.

(d) the nominee shall have been a fully paid-up member of the Society for at least one year at some time prior to such nomination.
(e) the nominee shall be eighteen years of age or over on the date of the A.G.M. at which they seek election.
Section  2
The Election:  At the appropriate point on the Agenda the

Chair shall signify to the meeting the offices which are vacant and the names of the candidates for election together with their proposers and seconders.

(i) The order of nominations shall be as follows: Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Conference Coordinator.
(ii) In the event that no election is necessary the Chair shall declare the office filled.
(iii) In the event that an election is necessary:

(a) the Chair shall appoint two tellers who shall be fully paid-up members of the Society and who shall not be candidates or sponsors in the election.
(b) the tellers shall distribute and collect ballot papers on which members shall write the names of their preferred candidates.
(c) the Chair shall declare elected the candidate who has headed the poll.

ARTICLE IV   ELECTION OF ORDINARY MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE
Section  I
Immediately following the election of officers, the Chair shall



Call for nominations for Members of the Committee.

Section  2
The Nomintation:  In order for a nomination to be valid:-

(a) a proposer and a seconder shall have submitted the name of the nominee in writing to the Secretary.

(b) the nominee shall have signified her or his willingness to stand.

(c) the nominee, the proposer and the seconder shall be fully paid-up members of the Society.
(d) the nominee shall have been a fully paid-up member of the Society for at least one year at some time prior to such nomination.

Section  3
In the event that there are seven or fewer nominations Ordinary Members of the General Committee the Chair shall declare the candidates duly elected.

Section  4
In the event that there are eight or more nominations, an election shall take place.

(a) the election shall follow the procedure laid down under

Article III, Section 2, subsection (iii), (a) and (b).

(b) the Chair shall declare elected the seven candidates who have headed the poll.

ARTICLE V  CONDUCT OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Section  I
The Committee shall in each Calendar Year, appoint a time and place for the Annual General Meeting of the Society.

Section  2
Not less than 28 days prior to the Annual General Meeting the Secretary shall circulate to the members:-

(a) an Agenda showing what business is to be transacted.

(b) a notice of places to be filled.

(c) the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting.

(d) a statement of the Accounts as audited, for the previous calendar year.

(e) such other documents as the Committee shall determine.

Section  3
The Constitutional Business of the Annual General Meeting, as provided for under Chapter VII shall precede all other business.
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